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1.0	 INTRODUCTION	

This document sets forth the findings of the Stockton City Council (City) relating to the 
VA Off-Site Improvements Project.  This document also describes the Mitigation 
Monitoring/Reporting Program (MMRP) for the project.  The primary source document 
for the project findings and MMRP is the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report for the VA Off-Site Improvements Project (the "Final SEIR").  

When referenced as such, the SEIR includes both the Public Review Draft of the SEIR 
(September 2019) and the Final SEIR (December 2019) for the project, as well as any 
documents, which have been incorporated into those documents by reference. 

1.1	 CEQA	REVIEW	OF	PROPOSED	PROJECT	
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that a Lead Agency prepare 
an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) when a proposed project may involve significant 
environmental effects, as defined by CEQA.  Prior to approval of the project, the Lead 
Agency is required to certify that the EIR was completed in compliance with CEQA and 
that the Lead Agency reviewed and considered the information in the EIR before 
approving the project.  If the EIR identifies significant or potentially significant 
environmental effects, CEQA requires that the Lead Agency make specified written 
findings prior to project approval.  If the Lead Agency finds that mitigation measures are 
not feasible for one or more of the significant environmental effects of the project, it must 
also adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations.  The Lead Agency must also adopt 
a MMRP that lists all mitigation measures identified in the EIR and describes 
implementation and reporting requirement for those measures. 

The proposed project that is the subject of these findings, the environmental review 
process, the environmental documentation prepared for the project, and the findings that 
the City must make to fulfill the requirements of CEQA, are discussed below. The 
findings, and MMRP for the project are described in subsequent sections of this 
document, as follows: 

2.0 Findings of the Lead Agency with Regard to the Significant Environmental 
Effects of the Project 

3.0 Mitigation Monitoring/Reporting Program 

A table detailing the Lead Agency’s findings with respect to each of the significant or 
potentially significant effects of the project and the MMRP is shown in the Appendix. 
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1.2	 PROPOSED	PROJECT	

The VA’s CBOC/CLC would expand medical services for military veterans in the 
Central Valley.  The project, to be constructed on a 37-acre site adjacent to and north of 
San Joaquin General Hospital, would provide 158,000 square feet of primary care, mental 
health, medical/surgical, audiology and speech pathology, dental, eye clinic, basic blood 
laboratory, pharmacy, physical medicine and rehabilitation, prosthetics, radiology 
(general x-ray), and related functions. The proposed CLC element of the project would 
provide 120 patient residential beds and a 30,000-square-foot community center.  The 
overall project would include a central utility plant, an engineering and logistics building, 
parking areas, utilities, and landscaping. The proposed off-site water and sanitary sewer 
lines are needed to serve these facilities. 

1.3	 ENVIRONMENTAL	 REVIEW	 OF	 THE	 PROGRAM	 UNDER	
CEQA	

The potential environmental effects of the project, mitigation measures necessary to 
address these effects and alternatives to the project were addressed in the above 
referenced SEIR prepared by the City of Stockton. 

The City of Stockton issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of the EIR on August 7, 2019; 
the NOP was circulated for agency review as required by CEQA.  Detailed information 
on the content, circulation and comments received by the City on the Notice of 
Preparation is contained in Appendix A of the Draft SEIR; the Draft SEIR is incorporated 
by reference above. 

The Public Review Draft SEIR was prepared by the City and distributed for agency and 
public comment, the period for which extended from September 13, 2019 to October 28, 
2019.  Documentation of the distribution process is detailed in the Final SEIR, which, is 
also incorporated into this document by reference, below.  

The City received two written comments on the Draft SEIR.  The City has prepared the 
Final SEIR, which incorporates the Draft SEIR by reference, displays a summary of the 
Draft SEIR, displays all comments received on the Draft SEIR, provides the City’s 
responses to those comments, and makes any required revisions to the Draft SEIR. 

The Draft SEIR and the Final SEIR are hereby incorporated by reference.  Copies of 
these documents, specifically cited below, are available for review at the offices of City 
of Stockton Community Development Department, Planning Division, 345 N. El Dorado 
Street, Stockton, California 95202 or online at:  

http://stocktongov.com/government/departments/communityDevelop/cdPlanEnv.ht
ml 

BaseCamp Environmental, 2019.  Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report, VA Off-Site Improvements Project.  SCH #2019080202.  September 2019 
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BaseCamp Environmental, 2019.  Final Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report, VA Off-Site Improvements Project. SCH #2019080202.  December 2019 

1.4	 REQUIRED	FINDINGS	

CEQA requires that, prior to approval of a project, the Lead Agency make specified 
findings related to each of the significant or potentially significant environmental effects 
considered in the EIR.  The VA Off-Site Improvements Project SEIR identified several 
significant or potentially significant effects on the environment and the mitigation 
measures needed to reduce those effects to a less than significant level.  The City’s 
findings with respect to each of these environmental effects are set forth in Section 2.0 
and the Appendix of this document. 

It is anticipated that the City will certify the SEIR, adopt the SEIR mitigation measures 
and approve the project in conjunction with its certification of this document.  With these 
approvals in place, all of the project environmental effects will be reduced to a Less Than 
Significant level.  With the incorporation of mitigation measures the project would not 
involve any significant and unavoidable environmental effects. 

The findings for the proposed project are based upon substantial evidence, comprised 
primarily of the information, analysis and mitigation measures described in the Draft 
SEIR and Final SEIR and any other information incorporated into these documents by 
reference.  Specific references to supporting information are provided in conjunction with 
the City’s finding for each potentially significant effect of the project, as shown in the 
Appendix. 
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SECTION	2.0		FINDINGS	OF	THE	LEAD	AGENCY	
WITH	REGARD	TO	THE	SIGNIFICANT	

ENVIRONMENTAL	EFFECTS	OF	THE	PROJECT	

2.1	 ENVIRONMENTAL	 EFFECTS	 OF	 THE	 PROJECT	 THAT	
WERE	 DETERMINED	 TO	 BE	 LESS	 THAN	 SIGNIFICANT	 AND	
REQUIRE	NO	FINDINGS	

The following potential environmental effects were evaluated in the SEIR and were 
determined to have a less than significant environmental effect.  These potential effects 
do not require findings under CEQA. 

Impact AES-1: Scenic Vistas 
Impact AES-2: Scenic Resources 
Impact AES-3: Visual Character and Quality 
Impact AES-4: Light and Glare 
Impact AG-1: Conversion of Farmland 
Impact AG-2: Agricultural Zoning and Williamson Act 
Impact AG-3: Indirect Conversion of Agricultural Lands 
Impact AIR-1: Air Quality Plans and Standards 
Impact AIR-2: Exposure of Sensitive Receptors to Criteria Pollutants or Toxic Air 

Contaminants 
Impact AIR-3: Odors and Other Emissions 
Impact BIO-2: Riparian and Other Sensitive Habitats 
Impact BIO-3: Waters of the U.S. and Wetlands 
Impact BIO-5: Local Biological Requirements 
Impact BIO-6: Habitat Conservation Plans 
Impact CULT-1: Historical Resources 
Impact GEO-1: Faulting and Seismicity 
Impact GEO-2: Other Geologic Hazards 
Impact GEO-3:  Soil Erosion 
Impact GEO-4: Expansive Soils 
Impact GEO-6: Access to Mineral Resources 
Impact GHG-2: Consistency with Applicable Plans and Policies 
Impact HAZ-1: Hazardous Material Transportation and Storage 
Impact HAZ-2: Hazardous Material Releases 
Impact HAZ-4: Airport Hazards 
Impact HAZ-5: Interference with Emergency Vehicle Access and Evacuations 
Impact HAZ-6: Wildfire Hazards 
Impact HYDRO-1: Surface Water Resources and Quality 
Impact HYDRO-2: Groundwater Resources and Quality 
Impact HYDRO-3: Drainage Patterns and Runoff 
Impact HYDRO-4: Flood, Tsunami, and Seiche Hazards 
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Impact HYDRO-5: Consistency with Water Quality and Groundwater Management 
Plans 

Impact LU-1: Division of Communities 
Impact LU-2: Conflict with Applicable Plans, Policies, and Regulations 
Impact LU-3: Inducement  of Unplanned Population Growth 
Impact LUP-4: Displacement of Housing and People  
Impact NOISE-2: Groundborne Vibrations 
Impact NOISE-3: Airport and Airstrip Noise 
Impact PSR-1: Public Services 
Impact PSR-2: Parks and Recreational Services 
Impact TRANS-1: Conflicts with Transportation Plans 
Impact TRANS-2: Consistency with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 (b) 
Impact TRANS-3: Safety Hazards 
Impact TRANS-4: Emergency Access 
Impact UTIL-1: Wastewater Services and Facilities 
Impact UTIL-2: Water Services and Facilities 
Impact UTIL-3: Stormwater Services and Facilities 
Impact UTIL-4: Solid Waste 
Impact UTIL-5: Energy and Communications Systems 
Impact UTIL-6: Project Energy Consumption 

2.2		 ENVIRONMENTAL	 EFFECTS	 OF	 THE	 PROJECT	 THAT	
REQUIRE	FINDINGS	

The environmental effects that were found by the SEIR to be significant and/or 
potentially significant prior to the application of mitigation measures include the effects 
specifically listed below.  As required by CEQA, the City must make findings with 
respect to each of these significant effects.  The City’s findings, and the evidence in 
support of those findings, are detailed in the CEQA Findings and Mitigation Monitoring 
Reporting Program table shown in the Appendix.  All of the project’s potential 
environmental effects would be reduced to a less than significant level with application of 
the mitigation measures that were presented in the Draft SEIR and are listed in the 
Appendix. 

 Impact BIO-1: Special-Status Species and Habitats 
 Impact BIO-4: Fish and Wildlife Migration 
 Impact CULT-2: Archaeological and Tribal Resources 
 Impact CULT-3: Human Burials 
 Impact GEO-5: Paleontological Resources and Unique Geological Features. 
 Impact GHG-1: Project GHG Emissions 
 Impact HAZ-3: Hazardous Material Sites 
 Impact NOISE-1: Increase in Noise Levels in Excess of Standards  
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2.3	 FINDINGS	 RELATED	 TO	 UNAVOIDABLE	 SIGNIFICANT	
EFFECTS	AND	ALTERNATIVES	

The SEIR indicates that the proposed project does not involve any significant and 
unavoidable effects and therefore does not require findings related to alternatives or a 
Statement of Overriding Considerations. 

2.4	 CEQA	FINDINGS	FOR	THE	PROPOSED	PROJECT	

The City’s findings with respect to each of the significant or potentially significant 
environmental effects of the project are detailed in the CEQA Findings Mitigation 
Monitoring Reporting Program table shown in the Appendix. The CEQA findings for the 
VA Off-Site Improvements Project consider each of the significant or potentially 
significant environmental effects of the project on an individual basis.  Each 
environmental effect is briefly identified, all of the mitigation measures identified in the 
SEIR are listed, and the significance of each environmental effect after application of the 
mitigation measures is identified.  Following this, the City’s finding with respect to the 
environmental effect, and the location of source information for the City’s finding, are 
identified. 

The City’s CEQA findings are based upon the whole of the information and analysis 
included in the SEIR and, in particular, on the adoption and implementation of the project 
mitigation measures identified in the SEIR. Implementation of the mitigation measures 
will be accomplished through incorporation in project plans and specifications, 
engineering and construction permits and approvals. Implementation of mitigation 
measures will be ensured through monitoring of project planning activities by the 
Stockton Public Works Department and the City’s Construction Manager.  Section 3.0 of 
this document adopts the MMRP.  

Potential findings for the significant and potentially significant effects of the project are 
prescribed in Sections 15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines.  The three potential findings 
that may apply to the significant effects of the project are listed below.  The findings are 
listed by number reference only in the appended table that describes findings for the 
individual significant effects. 

Finding 1 Changes or alterations to the project have been required of, or 
incorporated into, the project that will avoid or substantially lessen the 
significant environmental effect, as identified in the Final EIR.  (This is 
the finding made by the City for all of the significant or potentially 
significant environmental effects identified in the EIR.) 

Finding 2 Changes or alterations to the project that would avoid or substantially 
lessen the subject environmental effect are within the responsibility and 
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the City.  Such changes or 
alterations have been adopted by such other agency, or can and should 
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be adopted by such other agency.  (This finding is not applied to any of 
the environmental effects identified in the SEIR.) 

Finding 3 Mitigation measures or alternatives that would avoid or substantially 
lessen the subject environmental effect are infeasible as a result of 
specific economic, legal, social, technological or other considerations.  
(This finding is not applied to any of the environmental effects identified 
in the SEIR.) 
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SECTION	3.0	MITIGATION	MONITORING/REPORTING	
PROGRAM	

CEQA requires more than just preparing environmental documents; it also requires the 
governmental agency to change or place conditions on a project, or to adopt plans or 
ordinances for a broader class of projects, which would address potential environmental 
impacts.  To ensure that mitigation measures within the Lead Agency’s purview are 
actually implemented, CEQA requires the adoption of a mitigation monitoring and/or 
reporting program (MMRP). Specifically, CEQA Guidelines Section 15091(d) requires 
that a public agency, when making findings for the significant impacts of a project,  

“shall also adopt a program for reporting on or monitoring the changes which it 
has either required in the project or made a condition of approval to avoid or 
substantially lessen significant environmental effects.  These measures must be 
fully enforceable through permit conditions, agreements, or other measures." 

Mitigation measures that are not feasible, or are within the jurisdiction of other agencies, 
are addressed through the findings required by CEQA Guidelines Section 15091. The VA 
Off-Site Improvements project does not involve any such mitigation measures.  The City 
Council’s certification of the SEIR, and the approval of the project together with adoption 
of this document, will initiate implementation of the Mitigation Monitoring/Reporting 
Program for the project.  

The SEIR sets forth several mitigation measures that are applicable to the VA Off-Site 
Improvement project.  The CEQA Findings and Mitigation Monitoring/Reporting 
Program shown in the Appendix summarizes the environmental effects that could result 
from approval of the proposed project as described in the SEIR.  The table identifies 1) 
each effect, 2) how each significant effect would be mitigated, 3) the responsibility for 
implementation of each mitigation measure, 4)  the responsibility for monitoring of the 
mitigation measures, and 5) the City’s CEQA finding, the significance of the effect 
assuming mitigation implemented and the source material for the finding.  The table 
follows the same sequence as the impact analysis in the SEIR.  Reporting actions 
required to ensure that the mitigation measures are implemented are also described in the 
table.   

The significance determination for each environmental effect evaluated in the SEIR was 
based on one or more criteria for significance developed from guidance contained in the 
CEQA Guidelines, or other “significance thresholds” established by federal, state, 
regional, or local agencies:   

• A “Significant” effect is a substantial adverse change in the environment 
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15382).  
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• A “Cumulatively Significant” effect is a substantial adverse change in the 
environment, which results from cumulative development in the City of 
Stockton.   

• A “Potentially Significant” effect is one that is likely to cause future 
substantial adverse changes to the environment.   

• A “Significant and Unavoidable” effect is one for which there is no known or 
feasible mitigation.   

• A “Not Significant” effect is one that may be adverse but does not exceed the 
defined significance threshold.   
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3.0	MITIGATION	REPORTING	PROGRAM	

This section describes the mitigation reporting program established for the above-
described project pursuant to Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code.  This 
program consists of the following steps: 
 
a. The Community Development Department shall utilize the above-listed Mitigation 

Implementation and Monitoring Program (Section I) as a checklist of mitigation 
measures to be implemented for the project.  Implementation of the applicable 
measures shall be included as a condition of all applicable discretionary approvals, 
improvement plans and/or construction permits. 

 
b. The project applicant (i.e., owner, developer, originating City department, or other 

responsible agency, as applicable) and/or successors-in-interest shall file a written 
report with the Community Development Department, which will monitor the 
implementation of required mitigation measures.  Similarly, any public agency having 
jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the project shall monitor and report 
upon the implementation of any mitigation measures incorporated at their request.  
Such written report(s) shall be submitted to the Community Development Department 
approximately once every twelve (12) months following approval of improvement 
plans and/or construction permits.  The written report shall briefly state the status in 
implementing each adopted mitigation measure. 

 
c. The Community Development Department shall review the monitoring report(s) and 

determine whether there is any unusual and substantial delay in, or obstacle to, 
implementing the adopted mitigation measures.  In reviewing the timeliness of 
implementation, the Community Development Department shall consider any 
timetable for the project and the required mitigation measures provided by the 
applicant and/or other responsible agency, as applicable.  The Community 
Development Department and other City Departments may, to the extent deemed 
necessary, use scheduled inspections to monitor mitigation implementation. 

 
d. The result of the Community Development Department's review of the annual 

report(s) will be provided to the applicant in writing within thirty (30) calendar days 
after receipt of the annual report.  If the Community Development Department 
determines that a required mitigation measure is not being properly implemented, it 
shall consult with the applicant and, if possible, agree upon additional actions to be 
taken to implement the mitigation measures. 

 
 The Community Development Department shall be limited to imposing reasonable 

actions as permitted by law that will implement the required mitigation measures.  
Any decision of the Senior Civil Engineer related to the annual monitoring report 
may be appealed to the City Planning Commission and/or City Council, as 
applicable, within ten (10) calendar days following said written determination. 
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e. Such monitoring and reporting shall continue until the Community Development 

Department, in consultation with the other applicable City departments, determines 
that compliance has been fully achieved or, for ongoing measures (e.g., maintenance 
of facilities), determines that existing enforcement procedures relating to conditions 
of approval will provide adequate verification of compliance. 
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CITY OF STOCKTON 
CEQA FINDINGS AND MITIGATION MONITORING/REPORTING PROGRAM 

 (PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE SECTIONS 21081 AND 21081.6) 
 

PROJECT DATA   KEY 
EIR FILE NO.: 2019080202 
 
Property Owner(s):  San Joaquin County, Henry Long Property 
Address:  Right-of-way of Wolfe, Yettner and Manthey Roads 
 
Project Applicant:  City of Stockton, Public Works Department 
Address:  22 East Weber Ave #301, Stockton CA 95202 
 
Project Title:  Veterans Affairs Clinic Off-Site Improvements Project 
The VA’s CBOC/CLC would expand medical services for military veterans in the Central Valley.  The 
project, to be constructed on a 37-acre site adjacent to and north of San Joaquin General Hospital, would 
provide 158,000 square feet of primary care, mental health, medical/surgical, audiology and speech 
pathology, dental, eye clinic, basic blood laboratory, pharmacy, physical medicine and rehabilitation, 
prosthetics, radiology (general x-ray), and related functions. The proposed CLC element of the project 
would provide 120 patient residential beds and a 30,000-square-foot community center.  The overall 
project would include a central utility plant, an engineering and logistics building, parking areas, utilities, 
and landscaping. The proposed off-site water and sanitary sewer lines are needed to serve these 
facilities. 
 

 

1. The impacts are shaded and followed by related mitigation measures, 
implementation and monitoring provisions, and findings. 

 
2. Abbreviations:   N/A = (Not Applicable);  COS = (City of Stockton);  

ODS = (Owners, Developers and/or  Successors-in- Interest);   CDD = 
(Community Development Department); CD-P = (Community 
Development-Planning Division);CD-B = (Community Development-
Building Division); PW = (Public Works Department); CM = (City 
Manager); CA = (City Attorney);  P&R = (Parks and Recreation 
Department); HR = (Housing and Redevelopment Department); MUD 
= (Municipal Utilities Department); FD = (Fire Department); PD = 
(Police Department); PC = (Planning Commission);  CC = (City 
Council); SJC = (San Joaquin County); ALUC = (Airport Land Use 
Commission). 

 
FINDINGS AND LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION  

 
Findings for significant and potentially significant impacts identified in the Final EIR or Negative Declaration/Initial Study are listed as follows: 
 
1. Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect identified in the Final EIR or 

Negative Declaration/Initial Study, or  
 
2. Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public agency and not the City of Stockton.  Such changes have been adopted by such other 

agency, or can and should be adopted by such other agency, or 
 
3. The City of Stockton has previously adopted findings of specific economic, social, or other considerations which make infeasible the mitigation measures and project alternatives 

identified in the Final EIR or Negative Declaration/Initial Study. 
 
The level of significance (LS) of each impact after mitigation is listed as:  SU= (significant and unavoidable),  PS=(potentially significant), or NS=(not significant).  The basis for the Findings 
is provided in applicable sections of the Final EIR, Negative Declaration/Initial Study, or previously adopted Findings or Statement of Overriding Considerations, as referenced in the last 
(fourth) column on the following pages under “Rationale.”  

 
LEAD AGENCY: 
CITY OF STOCKTON PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
22 West Weber Street #301, Stockton, CA  95202-1997 
(209) 937-8311 
 
 
 
    

 DATE (FINDINGS/MONITORING PROGRAM ADOPTED) 



APPENDIX A 
MITIGATION MONITORING/REPORTING PLAN 

VETERANS AFFAIRS CLINIC OFF-SITE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
IMPACT/MITIGATION MEASURES 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 
RESPONSIBILITY AND 
TIMING/SCHEDULE 

MONITORING/REPORTING RESPONSIBILITY AND 
TIMING 

FINDINGS/LS 
AFTER 

MITIGATION 
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7.0 BIOLOGY 

Impact BIO-1: Special-Status Species and Habitats.  This is a potentially significant impact. 

BIO-1: The City and/or its contractor shall apply to San Joaquin County 
for roadway encroachment permit(s), and to the San Joaquin Council of 
Governments (SJCOG) for coverage under the San Joaquin County Multi-
Species Open Space and Habitat Conservation Plan (SJMSCP). Prior to 
issuance of the encroachment permit, the project site will be inspected by 
the SJMSCP biologist, who will recommend any SJMSCP Incidental Take 
Minimization Measures that should be implemented. The City shall pay the 
required SJMSCP fee, if any, and be responsible for the implementation of 
the specified Incidental Take Minimization Measures. 

COSMUD will be 
responsible for applying 

for SJMSCP participation 
and paying required fees. 

The contractor will be 
responsible for 

implementation of any 
required ITMMS 

The Construction Manager will verify that 
required ITMMs have been or will be 

implemented by the contractor prior to or 
during construction. 

1, NS 

Rationale:  
Draft SEIR 

Pages 
7-12 - 7-13 

Impact BIO-4: Fish and Wildlife Migration.  This is a potentially significant impact. 

BIO-2: If construction commences during the general avian nesting season 
(March 1 through July 31), a qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-
construction survey for nesting birds protected by the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act and/or California Fish and Game Code shall be required.  If 
active nests are found, work in the vicinity of the nest, as determined by the 
biologist, shall be delayed until the young fledge. 

The Construction 
Manager will be 

responsible for retaining 
the biologist.  The 
contractor will be 

responsible for 
implementation of any 

required work restrictions. 

The Construction Manager will verify that 
any required work restrictions are 

implemented by the contractor prior to or 
during construction. 

1, NS 

Rationale:  
Draft SEIR 
Page 7-14 

8.0 CULTURAL RESOURCES AND TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Impact CULT-2: Archaeological and Tribal Cultural Resources.  This is a potentially significant impact.  

CULT-1:  Prior to construction, construction personnel shall receive brief 
“tailgate” training by a qualified archaeologist in the identification of 
paleontological resources, buried cultural resources, including human 
remains, and protocol for notification should such resources be discovered 
during construction work. A Yokuts tribal representative shall be invited 

The COSMUD Construction 
Manager will be responsible 
for coordinating the tailgate 
training with the contractor. 

The COSMUD Construction Manager will 
be responsible for completion of the tailgate 

training. 

1, NS 

Rationale:  
Draft SEIR 

Pages 
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to this training to provide information on potential tribal cultural 
resources.   
 

8-8 – 8-10 

CULT-2: Construction of the proposed sanitary sewer and water lines 
shall be monitored by a qualified Native American monitor assigned by 
the Northern Valley Yokuts tribe under contract to the City.  Monitoring 
shall continue during construction of both pipelines except when 
determined unnecessary based on-site conditions and/or monitoring 
results, at the discretion of the Native American monitor.  Monitoring 
activity will be coordinated between the City’s Construction Manager, the 
Northern Valley Yokuts and the Native American monitor, as required. 
 

COSMUD will be 
responsible for contracting 

and management of the 
Native American monitor.   

 

The Construction Manager will be 
responsible for overseeing Native American 

monitoring and ensuring adequate 
contractor response to monitor input 

1, NS 

Rationale:  
Final SEIR 
Page 4-1 

CULT-3:  If any subsurface archaeological or paleontological resources, 
including human burials and associated funerary objects, are encountered 
during construction, all construction activities within a 50-foot radius of 
the encounter shall be immediately halted until a qualified archaeologist 
and/or paleontologist can examine these materials, initially evaluate their 
significance and, if potentially significant, recommend measures on the 
disposition of the resource. The City shall be immediately notified in the 
event of a discovery, and if burial resources or tribal cultural resources are 
discovered, the City shall notify the appropriate Native American 
representatives. The contractor shall be responsible for retaining qualified 
professionals, implementing recommended mitigation measures and 
documenting mitigation efforts in written reports to the City. 
 
CULT-4: If tribal cultural resources other than human remains and 
associated funerary objects are encountered, the City shall be immediately 
notified of the find, and the City shall notify the Yokuts tribal 
representative. The qualified archaeologist and tribal representative shall 
examine the materials and determine their “uniqueness” or significance as 
tribal cultural resources and shall recommend mitigation measures needed 
to reduce potential cultural resource effects to a level that is less than 
significant in a written report to the City, with a copy to the Yokuts tribal 
representative. The City will be responsible for implementing the report 
recommendations. Avoidance is the preferred means of disposition of 
tribal cultural resources. 

The Construction Manager 
will be responsible for 

issuance of stop work orders 
and notifications. The 

contractor shall be 
responsible for retaining 
qualified professionals, 

implementing recommended 
mitigation measures and 
documenting mitigation 

efforts in written reports to 
the City. 

 

The Construction Manager will be 
responsible for ensuring that all required 

actions and reporting have occurred. 

1, NS 

Rationale:  
Draft SEIR 

Pages 
8-8 – 8-10 



APPENDIX A 
MITIGATION MONITORING/REPORTING PLAN 

VETERANS AFFAIRS CLINIC OFF-SITE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
IMPACT/MITIGATION MEASURES 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 
RESPONSIBILITY AND 
TIMING/SCHEDULE 

MONITORING/REPORTING RESPONSIBILITY AND 
TIMING 

FINDINGS/LS 
AFTER 

MITIGATION 
 

 

Appendix A, VA Off Site Improvements, CEQA Findings and Mitigation Monitoring/Reporting Program Table Page  3 

Impact CULT-3: Human Burials.  This is a potentially significant impact. 

CULT-5:  If project construction encounters evidence of human burial or 
scattered human remains, the contractor shall immediately notify the 
County Coroner and the City, which shall in turn notify the Yokuts tribal 
representative. The City shall notify other federal and State agencies as 
required. The City will be responsible for compliance with the 
requirements of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 and 
with any direction provided by the County Coroner. If the human remains 
are determined to be Native American, the County Coroner shall notify 
the Native American Heritage Commission, which will notify and appoint 
a Most Likely Descendant. The Most Likely Descendant will work with 
the City and the archaeologist to decide the proper treatment of the human 
remains and any associated funerary objects in accordance with California 
Public Resources Code Sections 5097.98 and 5097.991. Avoidance is the 
preferred means of disposition of the burial resources 

The Construction Manager 
and COSMUD will be 

responsible for notifications 
and required action related 

to proper treatment of 
human remains.  

 

The Construction Manager will be 
responsible for overseeing compliance with 
applicable CEQA and other requirements 

related to proper treatment of human 
remains. 

1, NS 

Rationale:  
Draft SEIR 

Pages 
8-10 – 8-11 

9.0 GEOLOGY, SOILS, AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

Impact GEO-5: Paleontological Resources and Unique Geological Features.  This is a potentially significant issue. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measure CULT-3 As provided for CULT-3 
 

As provided for CULT-3 
 

1, NS 

Rationale:  
Draft SEIR 

Pages 
9-9 – 9-10 

10.0 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

Impact GHG-1: Project GHG Emissions.  This is a potentially significant impact. 

GHG-1:  Construction equipment and vehicles shall not idle their engines 
for longer than three (3) minutes. 
 

The contractor will be 
responsible for observing 

engine idling requirements. 

The Construction Manager will be 
responsible for overseeing contractor 

compliance with this requirement. 

1, NS 

Rationale:  
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 Draft SEIR 
Pages 

10-7 – 10-8 

11.0 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Impact HAZ-3: Hazardous Material Sites.  This is a potentially significant impact 

HAZ-1:   Prior to the start of construction, a Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment shall be conducted to determine if potential contamination 
may exist within the permanent and temporary easement area of the 
project alignment. If this assessment indicates the potential presence of 
contamination, a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment shall be 
conducted to identify the source and areas of any contamination that could 
pose a risk to human health. Any such contaminated area identified shall 
be remediated in accordance with applicable State and local regulations 
pertaining to the contaminant such that it would no longer present a risk to 
human health. 
 

The Construction Manager 
will be responsible for 

obtaining a Phase I ESA of 
the project site and for 

followup Phase II work if 
required.   

The Construction Manager will be 
responsible to ensure completion of Phase 

I ESA and any required Phase II work.   

1, NS 

Rationale:  
Draft SEIR 

Pages 
11-8 – 11-9 

14.0 NOISE 

Impact NOISE-1: Increase in Noise Levels in Excess of Standards.  This is a potentially significant issue. 

NOISE-1:  All equipment used on the construction site shall be fitted with 
mufflers in accordance with manufacturers’ specifications. Mufflers shall 
be installed on the equipment at all times on the construction site. 
 

The contractor will be 
responsible for observing 

equipment muffling 
requirements. 

 

The Construction Manager will be 
responsible for overseeing contractor 

compliance with this requirement. 

1, NS 

Rationale: 
Draft SEIR 

Pages 
14-4 – 14-6 
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